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So complete was the conquest by the Spaniards, so
tireless the priests in establishing missions, so ruthless
and fanatical in destroying everything savoring of
paganism, that within a comparatively short time af-
ter the conquest only the most remote, Inaccessible
and valiant tribes managed to maintain a semblance
of independence and a portion of their own customs
and habits. But the Aztec Empire had established
far-distant colonies and provinces, some of which were
as far south as Panama. Originally, no doubt, these
outposts of the Empire were in more or less direct
and constant communication with the headquarters in
Mexico; but they were separated by hundreds of
miles of wild country inhabited by savage, hostile
tribes; they were frequently attacked, and many
were completely wiped out, while others were cut off
from the rest of their race, and in the course of years
their existence, even their locations were forgotten.
Left to their own devices, dependent upon them-
selves, forced constantly to battle with savage neigh-
bors who surrounded them, the members of these
colonies gradually lost much of their arts, civilization
and religion, and reverted to a semibarbarous state.
No doubt many of them became so greatly altered by
environment and admixture with other races that all
traces of Aztec ancestry were lost, and to all intents
and purposes they became distinct tribes. But in one
case at least, even to the present day, the language
survived, many of the Aztec customs remained, and
their ruler has always been known as Montezuma.
These people are the Guaymis of northwestern
Panama, who dwell in the fastnesses of the high
mountain plateaus, who have never been conquered,